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Conclusion – Discovering Doctrine 
 

 A few years ago, I put together a series of ten lessons I called "Learn to Study" 
 Our goal was learning to fear God greatly, by learning to faithfully study His word 
 That series was presented as part of an Adult Bible Fellowship class here at Harvest 
 All of those lessons are sƟll on my website 
 Notes and audio files are provided there for anyone who might want to check it out 

  
 At the beginning of that series, in a lesson called "Study and Theology," I asked a quesƟon 
 Why is study important? 
 As I came to the conclusion of this series, I couldn't help but ask myself the same quesƟon 
 Why are we spending ten weeks on strange words like ecclesiology and eschatology? 
 Do they maƩer? 

  
 It is obvious this church believes the answer is "yes!" 
 Why is that the case? 
 How did we determine that studying the Bible deeply enough to systemaƟcally organize its 

teachings was of value? 
 Shouldn't our priority be preaching Jesus? 
 Isn't that enough? 

  
 Not according to Jesus himself 
 He spent the bulk of a chapter in the gospel of John commenƟng on this 
 And if you know anything about His prayer in John 17, you will know what He says 
 We're going to take some Ɵme looking at it in this session 
 Again, answering the quesƟon "Why is this kind of study important?" 

  
 In the chapter we are about to address, Jesus prays for His disciples 
 He provides a few pieces of informaƟon in His prayer 
 First, He confirms their future persecuƟon 
 Second, He tells them why it will happen 
 And third, He tells them how to be strengthened and forƟfied through it 

  
 Yes, He was speaking to the disciples of His day 
 But this chapter is for us as well 
 Our generaƟon of ChrisƟans is included in Christ's prayer 
 We'll see this as we begin in verse 9 and conƟnue through verse 21… 

  
John 17:9-11 
  
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.  
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10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.  
11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.  
  

 Those of us who have placed our faith in Jesus Christ alone, belong to God 
 And we have been given the ability to glorify God by reflecƟng His aƩributes 
 At this Ɵme when Jesus would die, be buried, raise from the dead, then return to His father 
 He asks God to keep His disciples (those of His day, and us), giving us unity 

  
 But clearly, based on what we know about the original 12, and ourselves 
 Growth and change and development and strengthening would be needed 
 That is emphasized as Jesus goes on… 

  
John 17:12-14 
  
12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, 
and none of them is lost, but the son of perdiƟon; that the scripture might be fulfilled.  
13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves.  
14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world.  
  

 While Jesus was with His disciples, He taught them 
 He gave them God's word 
 And while they were hated, being foreigners on the earth 
 They were being equipped 
 Because this hatred would lead to violent acƟon against them 

  
 Here's what Jesus goes on to say about it… 

  
John 17:15-17 
  
15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil.  
16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  
17 SancƟfy them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  
  

 His prayer is not that they be removed 
 As ciƟzens of God's kingdom, they would leave soon enough 
 But His prayer is that they would be sancƟfied 
 And that sancƟficaƟon would come through God's word 
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 To be sancƟfied is to be set apart from profane things and dedicated to God 
 It is to be cleansed and consecrated for His exclusive service 
 And God has provided truth to do this work - the scriptures 

  
 Because those who know Christ have a job to do 
 A mission to carry out 
 A service to render 
 And we are in need of equipping 
 His word is provided to equip us 

  
 Jesus goes on… 

  
John 17:18-21 
  
18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  
19 And for their sakes I sancƟfy myself, that they also might be sancƟfied through the truth.  
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;  
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  
  

 Jesus will command all who believe in Him to "go" and "preach" 
 And He has lived (and will soon die) having done exactly what God commanded Him 
 Having lived according to the truth 
 And His disciples must obey and follow His example 
 Because the message of redempƟon, which He is about to complete for the world 
 Must be spread far and wide 
 And it can only be spread by "set apart" servants 

  
 This is why the scripture - and the study of it - becomes so important to us 
 Because to grow into His likeness, we have only one tool that works in conjuncƟon with God's 

Holy Spirit (the One who dwells in us) 
 And that is the Bible 
 He uses its truth within us to transform our every thought and acƟon 

  
 We find ourselves going back to Old Testament passages like Psalm 19 as a reminder 
 It tells us… 

  
Psalm 19:7-11 
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7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converƟng the soul: the tesƟmony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 
simple.  
8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes.  
9  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous 
altogether.  
10  More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb.  
11  Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.  
  

 I know this passage begins with the law of the Lord 
 SomeƟmes when we hear that, we think of the Mosaic law 
 But we are not keepers of Old Testament law in this new covenant 
 Instead, we are lovers of everything God says 
 Diligent people who "rightly divide" the word of truth 
 Who meditate upon it, who study it, who learn from its people (God's people), and who find 

within it examples 
 These things become a lamp to light up life's dark paths 
 And a guidebook for what can be a treacherous journey 

  
 Where else will we find that which is perfect? 
 Or that which can restore, revive, or refresh the soul? 
 How many things in this world can be regarded as sure? 
 Or can make wise the simple? 

  
 We find what is right in God's statutes 
 They can make our hearts rejoice! 
 God's words are pure words 
 And they can enlighten the eyes or show us the way of truth 

  
 These are a few of the reasons Jesus said God's words will sancƟfy us for His purposes 
 And will prepare us for the difficult days of persecuƟon 

  
 This is why the Bible should be more desirable than gold 
 And why it should be sweeter to us than honey 
 We are warned within it, yes (see our study on eschatology) 
 But when we live according to it, we are greatly rewarded 

  
 We must, at all Ɵmes, remember what this book is… 

  
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
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16 All scripture is given by inspiraƟon of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correcƟon, 
for instrucƟon in righteousness:  
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  
  

 These words, these ideas, these principles, these instrucƟons come directly from God 
 Therefore they deserves deep consideraƟon 
 For when we deeply consider them, they provides for us a foundaƟon for life 
 A perspecƟve on life in the past, present, and also into the future 

  
 They may reprove us 
 They may direct us back to the right path 
 Or provide for us an ever-increasing arsenal of internal tools (aided by the Holy Spirit) to think, 

act, and live rightly 
 When we have them, we can be - in totality - the person who God intends for us to be 
 People being altered in this way can carry out their mission 
 There is no doubt about this 

  
 I'll leave you with the words Paul gave Timothy in the verses immediately preceding these… 

  
2 Timothy 3:14-15 
  
14 But conƟnue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them;  
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvaƟon through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
  

 ConƟnue in God's word - that means to "abide" in it 
 Read and keep reading 
 Study and keep studying 
 Learn and keep learning 
 Surround yourself with those who read and study and learn too 
 Because the holy scriptures can not only make us wise unto salvaƟon 
 They can enlighten us to the implicaƟons of that salvaƟon 
 Which will mean vigorous and effecƟve ministry 
 That ministry will be used by God to provide eternal transformaƟon to others 

  
 This is the beginning of an answer to the quesƟon "Why is study important?" 

 


